
Africa



Geography

•  Geography offers many clues about 
why people settle where they do and 
how they live.  It also explains patterns 
of trade, which result in the growth of 
kingdoms and empires.



•    Five thousand years ago, the Sahara 
    (now a vast dry desert), was a land of 
    rivers and lush plant life.

•  As the Sahara's climate changed, 
people who lived there migrated south 
to settle in more fertile areas, such as 
the savannas and rain forests.



•  Africa has four Vegetation Zones (the types 
of plants that are found in an area).



•  bare, rocky, and dry
•  not suitable  for 

large settlements
•  few plants
•  The Sahara Desert 

is in North and West 
Africa.

1.    Desert:



•  not as dry as the 
desert

•  has enough water 
for short grasses 
and some small 
bushes and trees

•  The Sahel is in 
central Africa.

2.   Semidesert:



•  an area of tall grasses 
and scattered trees

•  has a long rainy season, 
which allows rice to grow

•  grasses provide food for 
cattle

•  rivers help make land 
fertile for farming and 
provide fish

•  The Nile River is in the 
Savanna.

3.   Savanna:



•  wetter than the 
Savanna

•  has a lot of 
trees, swamps, 
and yams

•  part of it is a 
rainforest (an 
area that rains 
year-round)

4.   Forest:



•  So people living in different zones had to 
trade to get items they could not provide for 
themselves.

•  Example: People in the Savanna would trade 
rice for yams from people who lived in the 
forest.

•   Different resources are found in each of the 
    vegetation zones.



•  There were several major rivers that served 
as trading routes in West Africa.  The Niger 
River is the region’s longest river.  It became 
a kind of trading highway.



Africa compared to the U.S.:






